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A Dialogue between Feft and Earnelt, concerning the Times: 


Curlday, Difober the rith. 168x. 
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Fe. TAND clear, Ho! 
Earn. Why? what’s the matter ? 
Jet. We thall have a Broadfide. pre- 
fently ; did not you hear the arning- 
piece go off? 

Earn. Oh! that was only loaden with Confci- 
ence Cafe-fhot for the Irifh Evidence, A Charge to 
the Fury, without fear, favour or affection to fave 
their Cunfciences by damming their Souls, Bodies, 


- and Effates. 


eft. A very pretty compendious Method! why, 
I thought it had belonged to the Judges only to 
give Charges to the Juries; and that for other 
perfons to tamper with them had been Embracery : 

Earn. The truth on’t is, there has been fuch an 
old foolifh Cufiom, and to put the Jury after their 
Charge into a Room apart, with an Officer, who is 
fworn not to permit any perfon to {peak with 
them, or they with any body. But this being in 
order to prevent Perjury and falfe Verdicts, is con- 
trary to the Liberty of a {afe Confcience. 

ft. Now would I gladly know the difference 
between whifpering a Jury in the Jury Chamber, 
and publickly printing and difperfing Perfuafives 
ge to perjure themfelves, by giving in Ver- 
diét contrary to many full and pofitive Teftimo- 
nies upon Oath. 

Eara. Why, Vle tell you, there is juft as much 
difference as between ficaling a theet off a Hedge in 
a dark Night, and Robbing upon the Kings High- 
way}; theone isa fncaking, the other an audacious 
impudent Villany. 

Jet. Sure Dick has a months mind to a wooden 
Collar-band, tomake him look a litde more like 
the Cloven-footed Holder-forth, who was mightily 
taken with Collar-band-fafhion, as the ftory fays, 

Earn. What ftory? 

Felt. The flory, in Glanvile’s Book of Witches : he 
tells you, that at their Conventicles, Old Nick al- 
ways came tothe Meeting-houfe habited like a dap- 
per Now-Con in Cuerpo, black with a Collar band. 

Eara. And pray, what did he teach his Whigs? 

Fet. E’en the fame Dogrine that Dick and his 


man Warning-piece teach; to peryure themfelves and’ 


damn thcir Souls. You know Rebellion and: Witch- 
craft are as like as two Peafe: 

Earn, ’Tis an even lay then L find, whether Old 
Rug or Young Rug be the more edifying, power- 
ful, and Sonl-damning Teacher. 

Feft.. Nay, Ten to one upon Young Rug’s Head 5 


‘€ pofitive Oaths of legal Witne 


the Devil’s an AfS to him, he cannot get out of his 
Old Road of Solemn Leagues ard Covenants, \ike:a 
Scrivener he mufthave Hand and Seal, or he won’t 
deal with them: But now Young Rug, a’ cunning 
Cur, he’l take their honeft word for’t,. and has 
found out a way by himfelf of going . to the Devil 
with a fafe Confeience, which the great Block-head 
Old Rug would have been long enough before he 
had thoughton. Do but obferve what a Cafe of 
Confcience he has found, Whether notwithftanding 
many full and pofitive Oaths of \rith Papifts, a Pro- 
teftant Jury may with a fafe Confcience give their Ver- 
dit contrary to the matter fworn inthe prefent bufinef 
of a Presbyterian Plot? page 2. 

Earn. Me thinks this is nofuch difficult Moot, 
pray what is their Oath? is it not to give a true 
Verdict according to their Evidence ? 

Fet..Yes, Yes, there’s the mifchief on’t. If 
they give a true Verdi@, they cannot have a fafe 
Gon{eience! Oh, this fafe Confcience mutt be had, 
though they go to the Devil-or his Deputy Young 
W arning-Piece Rug for it: 

Earn. .Why, look you now, ifa Jury impanne?’d 
and {worn, do not upon a full and pofitive Evi- 
dence, find according to that Evidence, they do not 
give a truc Verdi@ upon their Oath, and if they do 
not give a true Verdict, according, to their. Oath, 
they arcfully and plainly perjured, and inthe high 
Road to the Devil ; let them talk what they pleafe 
of fafe Confciences. 

Feft. Well, youmay talk what you pleafe, but we 
mutt reconcile Perjary and Confcience 5 for thus it was 
in the Reign of the Saints; no man was Godly or 
had a fafe Confcie nce, but he that had by the perjury 
of the Covenant renounced the Oath of Allegiance, 
and thus it muft be again, if ever the Well-atleed, 
Pasty hope to do any good on’t. Oh,the Caufe matt 
not fuffer what ever comes on’t, better a’ thoufand! 
Juries be perjured with a fafe Confcience, than that 
the Godly fhould be found Rebels and Traytors. 
Earn. But this is flac Popery and the very quinteflence 
of. Jefuirifm ; but if ic mult be fo; Young Rug thould have 
hugg’d his Juries with a fhorter ftate of the Queftion thus : 
* Not to give a Verdic& scoordings to many plain, fall and 

es being Perjury 5 Whe- 
‘ther notwithftanding the many full and pofitive Oaths of 
‘fuch legal Witneffes, a Proteftant Jory may with a fafe 
* Confcience commit the horrid fin.of wilful-Perjary?.. + 
Jef. That isto fay, Whether a Proveftanc. jury may: 
with a fafe Confcience, make themfelves all the infamous. 
Villains, the Waraingrpiece would have them believe.the 
lrifh Papifts are, 


i 


Earn. 





~~ 


Earn ¥; t is his 
einaey nat ee fuch a trick of pul 
mation With the (piritual Lacker of af 
teftant ; Oh Sir! ghey r 
frould once more copfider Gro gt a- 
( for Example ) @ any other ant fo pu 
againft Popery fhould be in, if Coleman and the Jefuits were 
to- fear againft them, &c. , 
ef, Oh Sir! but they 


meaning if he would fpeak out, 
i this pill.of Dam- 


ence an@ Pro- 


fhould confider once more what 


afpecial Cafe che King niuft be jn, ifafecond Oliger fhould 
be ac vou 


aindt by: Pets: if 
not bé believed by a Jury, ie wet apainft a 
Proteftant, io pretence oF cmere engaged againit Pope- 
ry by the Sélémn league ana Covenant. 

Earn. To tell you che plain truth an’, 
been able to learn, there Is no be 
Shaftsbury (for Examele) for being a Proteftanr, or be- 
ing publickly engaged againft Popery; I never heard that 
he was accufed for being of at 
Broughe into ait Indiétmient, 


S Relegionat all, | buc being mbyed and fediaced by the Ia- 
of the Devil, { 9s Young Rag here was to make 
“Perjury a Cale of Conicience; } hath fal(ely, fubilly, ma- 
* licioufly and ‘traireroufly compafied, ima fied, &c. and 
fare ‘this is no pare of the Proreftant Re 
¥ear' 1660 at ieaft, chougi: it was before, 

Jet. For Gods fake what do you tlk fo.2 forcof men 
shat ake efjury a marrer of Confeience ? Don’t you fee 
how Young Rug lays about him in order’ ro the preferva- 
tion of fils Majefty and the Government? Don't you fee 
what a Deferexce he has for the Englifh Nobility and for the 
Magna Charta? . 

Ears. Yes, I both fee and hear his warning-piece mute 
der the Reputation of all rhefe in 20 lines, pzg.9. According 
to the prefent Scheme of out Laws, quorh he; a Peer feegs te 
he in a'worfe condition on any Criminal Chavge than the meantft 
Commoners _ So.shat upon the matset the Law is in as bad a 
Cafe as the Irifh Evidence, a; Jury cannor give a Very 
di& according tp ic witha Jafe Confezenre 5 and then for the 
King and Nobilicy, he is hooking them into a Sham Plot to 
suslle ap ah even Scores for, fayshe, whenja Bill is once found 
againftaRcer, bis Trial o by a febecd ammber of Peers commen- 
by 25, conftituted by Royal Comunitiion, ag asait whom, though 
bis oe und profeffed Enemits, 

Challenge. 

Felt. Ay, thefe are your true Proveftants for you? here 
are your Race DoGrines of Sandtified Per jury, and hoby 
Scandals upop the King. Laws and Nobilicy, amd all_rhis 
to. ftifle a. Whiggith Plot. And yet after all this noife 
and outcry againft Irs Papifts, what. if ic fhould happewt 
as in Colledge’s Trial, titar-the Evidence fhould be Euglijh, 
and Proteftant Evidence tao? ay. 

Earg. Why, that’s impofhible, man, ja this Cafe; for 
foon as afy perfon becomes an Evidence againii the Whig-, 
gith Plar, he Commences a Popith Evidence at Salamanca 
or St, Omers, dad then -- 


Scotch, Eagli(h, Irtfh, French ar Dutch, 
Have at ate 
Taft Well, for all that, you know the late Sh. B. com- 
plaméd to'the L. Ch. Juftice, that his life was in real dan~ 
ger, “and thar fome perfons had offered to lay Wagers that 
He would be dead before Chriftmas. 

Bary. Ay, mark ye me thar; thereby hangs a pretty 
fiéry:> Avery honeft Gencletmain being in his Company the 
20.6f Augu/i laft,had a pleafant humour come into hishead, 
Hearing the Gile Chain calk rragically of Subornations and 
the danger be and all'trne Proteftants were , the Gentle- 
man calling to mind ftory of one Captain Nichols im ire- 
hand, ‘a blandering fore of man, he choughr to put-che fame 
trick upon Mr. Sh. B. 

Fh. Well, lees hear this ftory of the Captagn, 

i, Why, the Captain being ac a Tavern with fome 
others, oie of the Company told him, he verily believed 
ge a he would fhorrly ‘be hang’d , Nichols 

itp his drollery for fober proteftane Truth, replyed in 
fomie-paftion, he would hold him ¢ /, of that: No, faith che 
the other, I'le Jay you a fairer Wager, for 1 will give you 
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iPehgign 5 nor és it ever, 
"that fuch: a ‘otie, © not fia-. 
€ving the fear of God beforehis Eyes, [ that is, bavéng 10 


igion fince the 
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f° far.as I have -: 
body {wears againft by L. * 


Guinea in hand for 5/. if you @ 
aelmas dayonext, The Wager was lag}. the Captain 
aid. hjs $/. and was (qundly laugh’d @& fannot under- 
‘ ger Cyn ‘(aking Mr, 

ia hind r a, Offered 


cout Geil 
Reise 


wv. 


oF not hanged gs 


im the (ame Wager ; and this is the very ndation of, ' 


that difinal Complaint at the Seffions. 

Jeh. Well, Mr. Sh. may get his Quietqs eftfor all the 
“danger he is im, and Money co boor, if h€overthrows Ben. 
andfo €¢it Mr. Sh. Bethe! But now Ave.ane in for 
Héard how dhe Wibigs goia Raltinaw the 
Coumrey, aS well as a Bulling in the Cry; Oh, theyare a 
loving generation of People. ; 

Earn. Not a word, pray let’s hear. 

| SHR Theo Sir, 3 Jn the Land of Cyder, there dwels 
a certain Lady Red/freak , who was grafted into a Peer-tree 
Stock y -and would you believe it, oncewpon"a time this 
Lord and Lady would go vifit a Brother Sydrophel, a true 
Protefant Pippin and a great ftioklér fot Cie Aobiereraps, dhe 
Whigs ; as was the Lord eke alfo; in the two eet: 
ings of Dedona’s vocal Forrelis, or the Parliameng of [rees. 

“£arn. Come fptak Enghi{h and call a Spade aGpade, I 
hate your Similcs aod ‘your Jingles , your’ Ginger-bread 
flourifhes, as the Popifh Couranteer calls them. 

Joh. Well chen, ifte apt be fo,.j: muft bef, The Lord 
and Lady being nobly g@eated at che Squires, at his Palace 
of ‘Haipton Cowt, ftayd folate, thar they were obliged to 
take a Bed there, It th€“aierning the Lord complainéd : 
he was ill of che Gout. His gencrous Lady very. kindly - 
rofe, and told him fhe would do fomething to give thig 
Eafe ; up fhe gets, andewas going down, when she Squire 
meeting her, took hér into ¢drawmg Reom, wherethey 
two together mate a Plaifter for the Lords Head, to draw 
the Gout from-his Toes. The Squires Wife, who hadfor 
fome time before been troubled with the Yellow Jaundice, 
modithly peep’d: through the Key- hole, where the difco- 
vered a hdfrid Shame-plot between the Squire and Lady 5 
up fhe goes to the Lord, and gives in a Narrative and de- 
pofitions, and told him, the had broken up the Door aud 
kyaew the botrom on’s. Fhe incredulous Lord took it fora 
Sham-Presbyterian Pipt, and.in pet called to have his Coach 
made ready to be gone; when Lo! the Squire had taken 
the diftrefied Lady into his prote&tion, mounted her ‘be: 
hind him, and. away they fled for Religion, and to avoid 


Cn alomen no Liberty-ef  Rerfecution, The Lord finding there was fomething in the 


Wing, fent our. his Servants on Horfeback to purfue the 
Ravilher, and after five days fruitlefs fearch, one of his 

nts was fo fortunate to efpy the Squire and Damfet 
at the Town where the 24 Tinkers were hang’d. The 
Servant witha Piftal coke rides pp co the Squire, and wish 
a menacing Countenance, bad him deliver bis Roremanile, 
or he was adeadmay. The genthe Lady mterpofed, and by 
her powerful inrerceffion and Charms, the Squire efcaped, 
aid as cis {aid, has retired himfelf to his Councrey Houfe’ 
herein London. 

Earn. Oh brave Whigs! Who are the whoring, Scoring, 
Dammers now ? and what became of the Lady ? 

Jeft. Oh! the returned into the Arms of her dear Lard, 
Who was glad he had got her agaio with all his heart. 

Earn. And whatfaid rhe Squire’s Lady to it? 

Felt. Why eruly, the very unduvifully iv her Husbands 
abience broke open his Clofet, and found all the Papers of 
Intfigue Relating to this Plor, which bore date much about 
the ume of the Popifh Plot. 

Earn. Good Lord! here’s plocting and Iatriguing’; (ure 
we fhall have an end on’c. 

Jek. What do you think on’c now, are not thefe Sober 
Party folks, a Company of very fine true Protefiants ? 

Earn. Truly, 1 chink they Fear God and Hongur the King 
much at a Rate. 

Feft. This was only by the way of wniting Protefants, 
you muft know, and what harm is there in all that? 

Earn, Nay, when Perjury comes to be a matrer of Con- 
fclence, thefe tricks of Youth may pafs for Frolicks among 
the Whigs; but their dancing’ days are almoft done. 

Feft. Ay, Michaelmas-day of all che days in the Year was 
a fad day, they are now for a Compofition; Did you &e 
Dick’s Monfitur, he’s for a drawn Bartel on’t, and Cave is 
whiltling all the Diffenters into the Church of England, we't 
have a touch with him “for it ene of chefe days. 


1681. 





